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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ma. Benson is the ableft polemical writer, per- 


haps, in the Methodiſt connexion. Some of my 


readers will probably ſay, Why do -you make any 
ſtrictures upon what you ſuppoſe he has written ? 
Becauſe ] believe him to be but a man, engaged in 
affairs with others that are only but men. If St. 
Paul, or an angel from heaven, were to appear in 
the world, and write what I believe injurious to the 


church of Chriſt, I would, in the fear of God, by 


the help of the Spirit, humbly attempt to point out 
„ „„ 5 5 : 
May the Lord preſerve and. keep thoſe that are 


* 


Fa 


ra 4 


L E T T 
&c, Oc. Ec. A 4 = ? 


NMR. Benson, 1 

OU grace yovr title page with three texts of 
| Scripture, 2 Cor. xi. 26.—ACts xx. 30.—Rom. 
Xvi. 17,—< 2 Cor. xi. 26.— In perils among falſe 
Brethren.” l1 aſk who are ſo? Certainly not Meſſrs 
M. P. & B. But tho' you ftigmatize all your op- 
poſing Truſtees with that baſe and falſe epithet, 


| there is no danger either to your perſons, or pri- 
Vate 2 or any chriſtien grace ye are poſſeſſ- 
D 


ed of; nor is there any thing of vour's in danger 
thereby, except ſome wrong ambition, for wrong 
power, &c. And ſurely if ye were all ſtripped as 
clean of that as Micah was of his gods, when he 
cried. out after his hired prieſt, and the Danites, 
Judges, xviii. 24. ye would not be a whit the worſe. 

Acts xx. 30. © Alſo of yourſelves ſhall men ariſe 
ſpeaking, perverſe things, to draw away diſciples: - 
after them.” Yea, but it is Meſſrs M. and P. and 
alſo you, if you now join with them, as you ſeem to 
do here, that literally riſe among ourſelves, ſpeak- 
ing perverſe things againſt the truſtees, &c. wanting 


to draw all the Methodiſts after you as your diſ- 


ciples; and as you fail in ſucceſs ye do not fail to 
vent your anger, 4 - | Wo 


1 


4 
Rom. xvi. 17. We beſeech you, brethren; mark 


thoſe that cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to 


the doctrine which you have learned, and avoid 


them.” Yes, but it is you that cauſe the diviſions, 
by making the union either impoſſible, or impro- 
per ; becauſe unſcriptural. And I know no divi- 


Hons contrary. to the doctrine they have learned. 
No! no! it is your uſurped power; ye would 
have them learn to ſubmit and obey, and they 
refuſe ſo to unman and unchriſtian thernſelves ; 
which, by ſo doing, they certainly would, to their 
eternal ſhame and diſgrace. But rather may ye be 


aſhamed (now before it be too late) of placing theſe 


texts in the front of this performance. On pro- 
Per applicable occaſions, they would be as apples 


of gold in pictures of ſilver, but here they are as 


unapplicable as jewels in a ſwine's fnour. 
P. 4. I. 1, &c, © The people view the preachers 


as the Painites view the kings, princes, nobles, &c. 


of the earth, viz. as tyrants, &c.” O! why do you 


ſtrive to inflame the people, by comparing yourſelves 


to the kings, princes, &c. of the earth? Unleſs ye 


are determined barefacedly now, Pope-like, to per- 
ſevere in attempting to ſet up temporal and ſpirt- 


tual dominion together over the Methodiſts. 
L. 38.“ Have been employed forty years in the 


ſole work of calling ſinners to repentance.” I ſay 


not in that ſole work, &c. Mr. M. working his way 
to get into Mr, Weſley's department, the firſt 


conference after his deceaſe, was not calling ſinners. 
to repentance. Neither was that company going 
to Litchfield, and ſtaying at a — to lay out the 


kingdoms into dioceſes, and make yourſelves biſhops 
over them, at all like the ſole work. of a Methodiſt 
preacher, calling ſinners to repentance, &c. 


4> 
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P. 5. 1. 48. Brought theſe to obtain merey. 
What! by this tyrannical. oppreſſive ſyſtem? No, 
no! Mr. B. not by what is wrong in you now, any 
more than the three thouſand were converted at 
Jeruſalem by St. Peter's diſſimulation at Antioch, 
a long time afterwards. Gal. 2. ii. &c. But by the - 
power of God for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, in he uſe 
of thoſe means he has appointed; as thoſe were at 
Jeruſalem, Acts 2. xxvii. And alfo thoſe in the 


houſe of Cornelius, x. 34. under Peter's preach- - | 


ing. O! Mr. B. what good could you expect 
to do by this colouring, if you ſucceed with. 
your deſign upon your readers, by cozening them. 
out of their underſtanding, by crying out ? 
P. 6. 1. 18. * And they. muſt really havepatience: 
with us, if we cannot ſuddenly be prevailed upon to- 
deſert this old tried and beaten road, &c. &c. &c.“ 
If it were with you according to- theſe plauſible: 
words, I would ſay ſo too; Mr. Benſon: But then, 
as you ſet up turnpike bars with impoſitions, &. 
acroſs this road, uſe the paſſengers, and apply the 
toll as you pleaſe, &c. and all without an Act of 
Parliament by, or from the Methodiſts, it is cer- 
tainly right for any one concerned to do as an 
honeſt farmer did, to a turnpike- gate literally ; 
when he knew the pretended proprietors had no- 
Act of Parliament, he took a carpenter with him, 
and when they refuſed to open it without toll, he 
ordered him to cut it down, and throw 1t out of the 
way; then he drove forward his waggon, without 
N the threatenings of the keeper. O Mr... 
B.] how can you, in the face of the world, and be- 
fore knowing, religious people, yea, and in the pre- 
ſence of Almighty God, thus go on to dert "= 


3 


6 | 
follow the old plan ? When you know in your own 
conſcience ye do no ſuch things. You paint and 
colour, caſt into ſhade ſome parts, then colour 
again; and all who know you, muſt know 77 are 
2 maſter at this art. But oh ! Mr. B. the old 
n Honeſty is the veſt Romney * will be . 5 
laſt. 
'Þ P. y. l. 30. 6 To effect an alteration of the firſt 
and fundamental principles of their union.“ Where 
eyer did he endeavgur ſuch a thing? J cannot find 
it. And the rules you ſpeak of were continually 
broken by yourſelves, as you very well know; as 
| well about printing and ſelling books for different 
Preachers, &c. as other things; and the liſts of 
| poſtage, &c. paid at quarter days, the over bearing 
: Preachers either ſetthing all themſelves, or by the 5 
ſtewards their creatures. And all other rules ye 

have meant, or do mean to bind / me by, have 
been, and are broken to this day. And the new 
tules continvally made, ſupplant the good old ones; 
therefore by telling thus how ye promiſed, &c. 
they will ſee how ye have, and do equivocate; for 
ye all in general are as decp in the mud as he is 
in the mire :' and worſe, as ye practiſe with impu- 
nity and expel him. for doing, or attempting ſome- 
8 contrary to your miads. 5 
P. 9. 1. 48 He ſtood up again with the preach- | 
ers agreeing to the plan left by Mr. Weſley.” If 
ye all ſtood up in token of ſolemn confirmation of 
\ ſuch determinations, did ye not render yourteves 
/ worthy of —; and if it had been in a civil cauſe in 
court, would ye not all have been liable to the 
pillory? For ye call ſtanding up at theſe times, the 
| ſame as taking the ſtrongeſt oaths. But then ye 
never all. did, nor intended to abide by and keep 


- — 
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| them all. But the plain truth is, bis fault, for 


which ye puniſh him to the utmoſt of your power, 


is his not ſubmitting to yau, with all your faults 


together. As ſuppoſing the church of England 
clergymen to expell a rector from his living, for not 
keeping or not believing one of the 39 article:: 


hen ſuppoſe not one of them all, believe or keep 


30 out of 39. O! Mr. B. you know how applicable 


this 18. 


P. 11. 1. 6. „ But enquiries: like cheſe do got 


trouble him nor any like minded, &. & G.“ Ag. 
ye ate equally guilty (if it be guilt) of purſuing 
new ſcheines, it is a ſubje& of controverſy. whether 
theirs, or yours, be molt like wood, hay, ſtubble; - 


&c. And certainly it will be given in their favour 
after the day of judgment ſhall have conſumed all 


human policy and power; for Chriſt is u, ane 
God will then be, ſole bead of his church there: And 
has ordered it, ſo to be here, But ye are tranſgreſ- 
ſors like the Uraelites, 1 Sam. Kii. 17. They would: 

be like other nations: So ye are ſtriving to be as 
bad as other churches, &c, have been, by Neting 
up yourſelves to be kings in our Iſrael. - Remember 
Chriſt has abſolutely forbidden it. Call no man 
Father, Sc. But ye blame them for new. ſchemes, 


Kc. which is what ye have been, and are ſtill en- 


deavouring for yourlelves ; yea, profeſſedly (Ma- 


ther's addenda) by all your new ſchemes, At this 


kind of work ye all are dexterous : But throughout 


this pamphlet you ſurpaſs your brethren who pub- 


liſhed before you, as much as your abilities are 


greater than theirs ; as every diſcerning reader muſt 
obſerve. But you will not he able to turn off the 


dreadful wages for it at laſt. Rev. xxii. 18. No! 


tho” you are cunning God is all wiſdom, 


| 


| 


j 
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8. 
L. 17. Who cauſe diviſions, &c. Rom. xvi. 
17.“ If ye could prove theſe truſtees, &c. the cauſe, 
then this text would be applicable to them; but 
N tiil then it ſtays with yourſelves. For the church 
ok England may with as good a grace, apply it to 
all the Methodiſt preachers and people, and to 
all the Diſſenters; yea, and the church of Rome 
may apply the ſame text as properly to all Proteſ- 
tants. * 55 
P. 12. When you had coloured, exaggerated,. 
and ſtrained to the very uttermoſt you: cried out, 
«Oh! Brethren! but we ſpare him. God be mer- 
ciful to him!” Yes, like a certain perſon ſparing 
his antagoniſt, when he could not ſtrike another 
blow; ſo wherein have ye ſpared him, when ye could 
have puniſhed worſe ? | | 
P. 14. l. 23. But paid before they had been 
conſulted.” This is palliating, and explaining away 
what Mr. R's. letter ſhewed was really wrong, and 
i arbitrary in them. How can we truſt them, either 
with power or money? When we fee they will do 
Ass they pleaſe, and what they pleaſe with it. To _ 
ye, or to Mr. R. is it moſt proper to exclaim in 
your poet's words, Quo teneam vultus mutuntem prolea 
nota? : Fay 
L. 41. But where the miſtake is, in this caſe, 
we confeſs we are not able to determine.” The 
more ye (tir in this affair the worſe it looks: ye have 
rinted it ſeveral times over. Now, if ye want to 
clear the perſons, through whoſe hands it went, why 
do you not ſhew the account of every circuit, Kings- 
4 wood's collection for that year, and add them up? 
1 Then if, you find ye had the ſum total, after you 
| thought you had loſt 8ol. ye are right; if not, 
ye cannot make the black-a-moor white by all your 


— 
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waſhings: No, it will, be according to its grain, 
nature, and features. 92 


P. 19. l. 12. What then becomes of his 10%. 
&c,” Take this whole affair together, and ye have 
neither proved his ſtatement of the preachers ſti-- 
pends wrong, nor get yourſelves any credit by at- 
tempting it: for by ſtriviag to invalidate it, ye 
have cauſed ſtricter examinations to take place, 
which have proved it too clearly upon: yourſelves, 
as you Mr; B. very well knop . 

P. 22. l. 24. We proceed ſteadily on in the 


way. in Which we have walked: for fifty or ſinty 


years.” You have exclaimed about truth, &., þ 


am forry to have-to appeal to your conſeience, and 


every one's knowledge, who knows any thing about 
the Methodiſts, is there any truth at all in this? 
Has not, for inſtance, Dr. C. Mr. M. &c. turned in 
their modes, &c. from ſouth to north, from north 


to weſt; then caft, and fouth again, &c. From 


woollen to linen, from coat to caſſoc, from gown. 
to coat again, &c. And there is no doubt, when 


ſuch men cannot turn the wind to their ſails, they 


will ſet their ſails to the wind: Blow from what. : 


quarter or point of the compals it may. O ! power, 


&c. How enchanting. ! But Mr. B. I could not 
have believed you would have written ſo, to help 
ſuch. men? | ö 

P. 23. I. 16. We remain ſtill on the old ground, 


&c.“ If your meaning be literally in old Eng- 


land, very well; but if the Methodiſt economy, 
the ſame aſſertions over and over again, do not 
prove it. Surely you wrote this pamphlet in the 
hours, and under the powers of darkneſs | May Gd 
Almighty ſend a Nathan to you, after all theſe 


proofs, of the effects of wrong looks frum the houſe 


10 


top of ambition, deſtroying, o or Funon to deſtroy, ſo 
many Uriah's, by Joab- like, expoſing them to the 
power of the enemies of all Iſrael. And alſo, Joab- 
ne, with Amaſa, &c. O! I wiſh ye may have re- 
entance, and alſo, that the ſword (of contention) 


| Wh; not continue all your lives, as it did to David. 


L am ſurpriſed you did write ſo: Firſt, becauſe your 
conſcience, and the ſpirit of God muſt have been 
ſo much reſiſted before you could break through. 
Secondly, becauſe every one may fee your bad cauſe, | 
except themſelves touched the magic wand, If 
they have, Eliſha had need to ſpeak again, Is i: time 
to receive, &. | 

P. 25. Now bring ignorant, as it appear- 
aj why the Pope's Edicts were termed Bulls.” 

This alſo is a lower kind of equivocation than T 
ever thought you would have ſtooped to; for, if 
fo, he moſt have been ignorant indeed! which 
does not appear in his writing, as he brings in many 
eminent church hiſtorians. But the Pope's Edicts 
have (by cuſtom, in practice ſor ages) been termed 
as he repreſented them, and hieroglyphically have 
commonly been drawn ſo: See Moor's Alma- 
nack, 1796. All Proteſtants know that thoſe 
Bulla's have, by their breath, kindled the fires of 
perſecution, wherever they had power to breathe: 
Of this you cannot be ignorant; therefore, to at- 
1 tempt to turn it to ridicule, is real craft in you. 
And now as thoſe from Rome are become as 
' placid in England, as Engliſh game-cocks and bull- 
dogs are, when taken into diſtant nations, your 
Bulla's from London, or Leeds; &c. &c. &c. do- 
| not fail to blow the ſame kind of breath, according 
do the ſtrength ye can inſpice them with: 


— 
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For inftance, if the Pope's Bulla e it, the 
churches were ſhut up, their dead might not be 
buried, but lay ſtrewed above ground like rotten 
© ſheep; the land might not be tilled, &c. all curſed: 
If any diſobeyed, | 2 ,&c. Now look at the effects 
of your Bulla's; chapel at Cheſter, &c. &c. &c. 
All who will not ſubmit, turned out of bread, out 
of houſe, out of their property in the funds: In a 
word, curſed with all the power ye have. Would 
ye have us charitably ſay, ye would do no worſe ? 
P. 25.1. 39. © Why does he ſeek to labour a- 
omg us? How is it conſiſtent with rene, 
&c. 57 | 
You ſhould 3 have ſaid, how could he i 
his fathers and brethren, &c. without informing, 
and remonſtrating, &c. with them: Certainly that 
man could have little or no love to his dear and 
near relations, if he could leave them without eons 
reaſons, or at all, without abſolute neceflity ! O! 
Mr. B. how would you ſhew your love to your 
father, brethren, &c. The weakneſs of your ar- 
gument proves the badneſs of your cauſe; and it 
is plain, you ſtrive to darken, counſel by your mul- 
titude of words. 
P. 25. 1. 42. Why does od voluntarily ks 
draw, and ſeparate himſelf from us?” 
Yes, that is the very thing ye want, we know it 
full well. It is the common cry with all who are 
doing what they love, but what injuriouſly affect 
others: So ye want not to be diſturbed, till, you 
have erected your image in the plains of Dura, or 
your tower in the plains of Babylon, and cemented 
it firmly with the flime of the country. But Jehe- 
vah, I truſt, will confound you. That no Nimrod, 
whether from the ſterile north, or any of the four 
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winds, ſhall ever proceed fully to dent a deſpotic 
empire among the ſons of our Noah. 

All you have ſaid in three pages about Mr. K. 
contradicting himſelf, &c. comparing his different 
pamphlets, written at different times, and on dif- 


ferent ſubjects, falls entirely to the ground. And 


indeed, from you, Mr. B. it ſhews retalliation: Be- 
cauſe Mr. K. has ſhewn how manifeſtly you have 


contradicted yourſelf, by ſtanding againſt him, 
bringing your own arguments againſt yourſelf, 
found in abundance in your qwn ſermons, and 
polemic writings, againſt Dr. Tatham, Mr. Ruſſel, 
&c. And alſo Mr. Bradburn, who is known to be 
the ſtrongeſt defender of liberty, both civil and 
religious, of any among the Methodiſts : If what 
he has preached and written is to be taken for any 
thing. And indeed every Methodiſt preacher, or 


miniſter of the goſpel of any denomination, who 
knows any thing as he ought to know, will plead 
for Chriſtian and Engliſh liberty; 

But now to ſerve your purpoſes againſt theſe 
truſtees, &c. you ſeem to court what has been called 


Church and King mobs, at Birmingham, &c. in 


our bleſſed land of liberty. O fie, M. P. and B. fie! 


&c. we care not, we ſay, &c.“ Ah, ah! Mr.'B. 
Is this you? {think it is more like M. or P. or rather 
indeed, an aged and enraged, and baffled Pope or 


Di What common ſenſe (not to mention 
Piety, charity, or any other chriſtian grace, or vir- 


tue) is there here? So! as far as in you lies, ye 
couple together T. Paine, A. Kilham, with all your 


bdrethren, the local preachers,” truſtees, Kc. & c. &c. 


— 


P. 29. Whether Thomas Paine's or Alex- 
ander Kilham's muſhroom productions, or the leſs 
noted pigmy tribe of ſeriblers of Salford, Afhton, 
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13 
who will not bend under Nimrod, or bow, &c. in 
the plains of Dura; then clothe, as it were, in bear- 
ſkins, and invite the dogs to worry them. If you 
ſay this is too ſtrong, I ſay, not at all; for ye know. 
how obnoxious Paine is to the government, and by 
comparing them together, (as far as ye could) ye 
have expoſed them to the rage of their country. 
And if an enraged, enflamed country catch ſuch a 
report, and do miſchief, there may be a plea of ig- 
norance, or inconſiderateneſs for them: But for you, 
there is no excuſe. | 1 
T. Paine, A. Kilham, Salford and Aſhton truf- 
tees, &c. pigmy tribe of ſeriblers! HER bio 
Surely it would not have been fo grating, if it 
had come from a ſatirical buffoon ! But from a_ 
divine of the moſt holy profeſſion, or ſect, in Eng- 
land, in Europe, or the whole world!!! O howit 
grates | | Bow” 
You go on ſaying, © We are not ſure but it will 
be abundantly the beſt, that perſons of this deſcrip- 
tion ſhould leave us.” 
Yes, your ſchemes may prompt you to think ſo: 
But remember what I ſay : if ye force them away 
from you, as Saul did David, by throwing javelins 
at them ;—if the kingdom of grace be taken from 
you, as the kingdom of Iſrael was from Saul, though 
he troubled David for a while, on the mountains, 
&c. as ye do theſe Davids now ; yet ye will have no 
good reaſon to triumph, that ye have made ſome 
few inconſiderate people believe, fotſooth, (becauſe 
they believe what ye wrote without thinking for 
themſelves) that A. K. &c. are to the preachers - 
called Conference, what T. Paine, (or rather though 
they do not ſay ſo) what C. Fox is to the nation. 
O! beware in time. | 


B 
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committed to our care by our late venerable father, 
we hope ſtill to keep,“ &c. 


Horſe of that reverend character: If it were lawful 


or by your ſchemes ye want to annex to it, You 
| Pr mean, and vile. 


to this piece, by an addenda to make it quite com- 
plete. This he has done, by expoſing the number 


14 
\P. 28. 1. x.. That good depoſit of Methodiſm, 


It is not your leaſt crime, thus making a ſtalking 


to ſuffer my indignation to riſe at any thing, cer- 
tainly it would be at you, thus attempting to blind: 
the people by raiſing, as it were, his ſpectre before 
them, to cover your deſigns. For, as often as ye 
repeat it, I ſay again, ye do no ſuch thing! Unleſs 
ye will go on tempting us to believe, and at laſt 
provoke us to ſay, that you have your own mean- 
ing when you ſay ſo: Which muſt be the temporal 
property, and the honour, and power, which is, 


know beſt ; but, if this be your meaning, ye are 


At laſt, Mr. Pawſon has given the finiſhing ſtroke 


in ſociety in the different circuits where Mr. K. 
laboured as a travelling preacher, At laſt he ex- 
claims, 1 in deriſſon, they were inſtrumental of increaſ- 
ing the ſocieties, no leſs than (the number is 
down). But unfortunately by ſo doing, he has ex- 

ſed to diſcouragement, if not alſo to contempt, 
all thoſe travelling preachers, for being guilty with 
Mr. K. in all theſe circuits; of ſometimes leflening, 
and at other times and places, not much increaſing 
the ſocieties. 

Meſſrs. W. Dufton, G. Mowet, Thomas Ellis, 
P. Mill, J. Atkins, T. Dixon, Ifaac Brown, W. 
Percival, J. Gaultier, J. Cownly, J. Anderſon, J. 
Watſon, Joſep h Sanderſon, Thomas Vaſey, Wil- 
liam Featich S. Eversfield, and Robert Swan, 
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Some of theſe ſeveral times over, ſo that in forus | 
when the people ſee any of theſe names ſet down 


for their circuits, they will be ſending poſt-haſte 


back to conference, that not one of them may 
come to them: and if he gets into a circuit at all, 
thoſe who ſhould, and otherwiſe would have been his 
friends, will be looking at him as an intruder, in- 
ſtead of Chriſt's, and the church's meſſenger. 
So, inſtead of hearing his preaching, &c. as diſ- 
ciples, ſuch will hearken as critics, to find fome--/ 
fault, &c. Conſequently his miniſtry will be dry; 
and barren to ſuch. So they may ſay of him to 
others, he is a poor dry tool—one of thoſe that go to fill 
up places, &c. But if the other think W he 
or ſhe, will ſay :: Nay, 1 am not miſtaken, friends, I 
aſſure you, for you may find his name in Mr. Pawſon' s. 
lift of unworthies : Kilham's partners. 

That this may be of ſome uſe, by preventing: 


evil, and doing good, by the bleſſing of Almighty 


God, with fincere reſpect for you, Mr. Benſon, is 
the deſire and prayer of your 


Affectionate Brother, and humble Servant, 
THOS. SHAW. 


— — . - _ - 


92 — l 8 . 8 
"4 E 7 HFS, 2 Ga * - 


